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“Promoting Forest 
Stewardship Through 

Education.”

Once again, the rains held off for 
this fall’s Forest Field Day at the Pe-
tersen Tree Farm on Upper Camp 
Creek Road. Only a light drizzle fell 
upon the mountain while nearly 60 
students from Pleasant Hill Middle 
School rotated through the four 
learning stations to gather informa-
tion for their five-year land manage-
ment plan. 

“It was a perfect day,” said science 
teacher Beth McCool, who has been 
participating in FFD since 2001. “I 
think the Forest Field Day program is 
a successful way to engage students in 
a variety of skills while learning how 
to manage forest land. Students have 
an opportunity to learn more about 
our local community and natural re-

sources in a fun, hands-on simula-
tion. I wish more schools would take 
advantage of this curriculum/pro-
gram - it is worth it! Thanks!”

Also attending were the grand-
sons of Leroy Petersen, who are both 
home-schooled students. The boys 
not only learned some lessons of 
their own about forest management, 
they didn’t hesitate to help out where 
needed. According to their grandfa-
ther, they’re both always willing to 
lend a hand on the family property 
— and they will, undoubtedly, be-
come good stewards of the land.  

Along with the Petersen family, a 
dozen volunteers from ODF, BLM, 
Seneca Jones Timber Company, 
Starker Forests, Weyerhaeuser Com-
pany, OSU  Extension, OSU Facili-
ties and Women In Timber’s Talk 
About Trees program helped to make 
the day a success.

Petersen family pitches in for Forest Field Day 

FT&F receives Weyerhaeuser grants in support of programs
It is with great appre-

ciation that Forests Today 
& Forever announces the 
award of two grants in sup-
port of natural resource 
education in the Southern 
Willamette Valley.

In keeping with its goal 
of releasing the potential in 
people to strengthen commu-
nities and advance sustain-
ability, the Weyerhaeuser 
Company Foundation 

has generously provided 
$8,500 for general support 
of FT&F programs. Since 
1948, the Foundation has 
directed more than $195 
million to the communi-
ties where Weyerhaeuser 
employees work, live and 
play. Nationwide, its annual 
philanthropic budget totals 
$9 million. 

Also flowing from the 
Weyerhaeuser Company, 

FT&F received $3,500 
through a Weyerhaeuser 
Active Volunteer Employ-
ees (WAVE) grant. The 
WAVE grant is based on 
volunteer participation in 
local programs such as For-
est Field Days, which annu-
ally introduces more than 
1,200 Lane and Linn coun-
ty middle school students to 
the complexities of sustain-
able forest management, 

including harvest, refores-
tation and the protection 
of water, wildlife and soils 
as mandated by the Forest 
Practice Act.

Volunteers annually do-
nate close to 150 hours of 
time and expertise to our 
Forest Field Days, as well as 
help with  the Oregon Log-
ging Conference tours, sum-
mer tours and career fairs.
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Leroy Petersen (center) and his brother, Alan, were 
joined at the Oct. 4 Forest Field Day by Leroy’s grand-
sons, Halden, (left) and Charles. The Petersen family 
has been graciously hosting Forest Field Days on their 
Upper Camp Creek tree farm for 16 years.

www.foreststodayandforever.org


In order to acquaint our 
readership with the men, 
women and businesses that 
support our natural resource 
education efforts here in the 
Willamette Valley, future 
FT&F newsletters will occa-
sionally include a new feature 
— the Sponsor Spotlight. 

Our first candidate is Zip-
O-Logs Mill, owned and op-
erated by cousins, Jim and 
Karl Hallstrom. The com-
pany has been a sponsor of 
FT&F since its inception in 
the late 1980s. 

Jim Hallstrom was just a 
boy when he began working 
in the mill his grandfather, 
Al Hallstrom, founded with 
two partners on West Sixth 
Avenue in 1944.  

He recalls another 
world… the days when 
Eugene was known as the 
‘Lumber Capital of the 
World.”  A time when West 
Sixth Avenue rumbled with 
hundreds of logging trucks, 
delivering their heavy loads 
to the cluster of mills locat-
ed in the neighborhood.

 “Within blocks of here, 
there used to be many, many 
mills,” Hallstrom says, nam-
ing several of close to a doz-
en neighboring facilities. 
“Now we’re one of the last 
mills left inside the city lim-
its of Eugene.”

Today, the company’s 
main complex occupies 
eight acres and operates 

Jim Hallstrom, of Zip-O-Logs Mill, a consummate volunteer and past board president for Forest Field Day, teaches students 
about soil erosion and compaction at the Bauman family tree farm. 

two shifts employing 125 
people. In 2001, the mill 
underwent an upgrade with 
renovations extending from 
the debarking process to the 
breakdown end of the line. 
The company has always 
been a cutting mill special-
izing in large logs. 

“When we could get all of 
our materials from the Na-
tional Forests, we special-
ized in old growth Douglas 
fir,” Hallstrom says. “Since 
’94, we’re using large sec-
ond-growth.”

Although they export 
some product, most of their 
customer base is domestic. 
And, because they do pro-
duce a custom piece, Zip-
O-Logs is fortunate. It has 
not been hit as hard as oth-
er sawmills in the current 
housing crisis. Things have 
slowed, but they are keep-
ing their people working.

“We’re just trying to get 
our share of the market, and 
hopefully our customers 
have got somebody pulling 
(the product) out of their 

yards at the other end,” he 
says. “We’re keeping our 
heads down and hoping it 
doesn’t get worse.” 

But, although he says 
these are very difficult times 
— “kind of shades of 1980” 
— Hallstrom still enjoys 
the industry and the chal-
lenges it brings. 

“I’m pretty much sur-
prised every day and every 
hour,” he says of the current 
market.  “But I think I still 
have lots of sawdust flowing 
in my veins.” 

FT&F is an organization that provides educational opportunities about the forest products industry 
— from forest management through the manufacturing of wood products to students and the general 

public in Lane County.  Without FT&F these educational opportunities would not be available.  
– Jim Hallstrom

Sponsor Spotlight:  Zip-O-Logs 
       Jim Hallstrom... ‘Sawdust in his veins.’



Forests Today & Forever welcomes new sponsors 
Over the past year, many new sponsors 

have joined Forests Today & Forever in 
support of our mission of promoting for-
est stewardship through education. In our 
summer newsletter, we introduced our 
readers to some of those new benefac-
tors. We continue that introduction be-
low, and we heartily thank each of them 
for their support of natural resource edu-
cation in the Southern Willamette Val-
ley. It could not happen without you. 

Murphy Company — Owned by 
John Murphy, this third generation Or-
egon family company was founded in 
1909 and currently employees about 400 
people through its hardwood and ply-
wood mill in Eugene, a laminated veneer 
lumber mill in Sutherlin and two veneer 
mills in White City, OR, and Elma, WA. 

Oakridge Sand & Gravel  — Oakridge 
Sand & Gravel has provided processed 
rock, concrete and road construction 
services throughout Lane County since 
1948. In 2001, the Oakridge-based com-
pany began to focus more on highway and 
road construction, along with continuing 

to provide materials for landscaping and 
general public needs. 

Pacforest Supply Company — 
Founded in 2000, Pacforest Supply Co. 
is located in Springfield and is owned 
and operated by Brad Marks. The com-
pany is the leading supplier of forestry 
and reforestation supplies in the Western 
Region, Marks said. He and his associate 
have a combined 50 years of experience 
in the business. 

Reforestation Services, Inc. — 
Owned by Stan Rogers since 2000, the 
company began in 1959 and contains two 
components — helicopter site prepara-
tion, hydro seeding, spraying, lifting, fer-
tilizing, fire protection and fire ignition 
— and railroad vegetation management, 
roadside spraying and chemical sales. 

Ward Northwest, Inc. — Incorpo-
rated in 1985, Ward Northwest is a land 
surveying company based in Florence 
that performs all types of related servic-
es. Rob Ward, its president, is also vice 
president of Traverse PC Inc., which is 
a software company that writes software 

for land surveyors. 
   Weyerhaeuser Active Volunteer 

Employees (WAVE) — Weyerhaeuser 
Company employees consistently donate 
more than 150 hours annually to our 
Forest Field Days program, which in-
troduces local middle school students to 
land management issues such as timber, 
soil, water and wildlife conservation, as 
well as matters pertaining to recreation 
on private and public lands. Because of 
their contributions, FT&F was chosen 
to receive a WAVE grant in support of 
sustainable forestry education in the 
Willamette Valley. 

Woodard Family Foundation — 
With roots deep in the early timber in-
dustry, the Woodard Family Foundation 
began in 1952 with a mission of “assisting 
charitable organizations in developing 
the internal capacity to meet present and 
future needs; not to remove responsibili-
ties from people.” Over the years, it has 
helped to found a hospital, a library, a re-
sort and a retirement community, among 
other good works.
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